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queer people. We cannot allow for our defeat and our eyes must be
upon victory. This isn’t merely a choice, it’s a necessity.
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Death to gender! Freedom to the queers! But gender dies through
eating its own tail. Gender is dying already. Its death rattle is

upon us, but it still has time to save itself. It is on us to hurry it
along to its final end. To speed it on. To make it…

Accelerate.

Gender: Its Function and Origins

Material Base

Before we can discuss what is to be done, we need to knowwhat
is. And, as always, the place to start when understanding a social
system is it’s material base. The material relations that produce the
social systemprovide uswith the best grounding for understanding
the social system itself.

Material relations are relations of production. That is, they are
the way we relate to the various ways we labor and produce things.
All of society is based upon these relations of production and they
produce all of our social systems. Gender is no different.

So where does gender’s material base lie? Gender is produced
primarily by the division of reproductive labor. Reproductive labor
is any labor that helps to produce the next generation, including
sex, birth, childcare, and homemaking, and gender is defined by
how this labor is divided up, with the different genders being dis-
tinct classes which are expected to perform specific sorts of tasks
regarding reproductive labor.

The way gender differs between cultures is determined by how
these tasks are divvied up between the genders.The particular char-
acteristics that this produces are what is known as the superstruc-
ture. So, while gender is produced by this material base, it also
involves an amalgamation of various stereotypes, ways of dress,
formal speech, etc in its superstructure which differ how we expe-
rience our gender.
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Andthisappliestoallcultures.TheBugipeopleofIndonesia,
ratherthanthetwogendersofoursociety,havefivegendersin
total.Calabaiandcalalaipeoplehavebiologicalcharacteristics
thathavebeengenderedasmaleandfemalerespectively,but
theyadoptthereproductivelabortaskstypicallyassignedto
makkunrai(roughlyequivalenttowomen)andoroané(roughly
equivalenttomen)whichprovidesthemwithadifferentsocial
class.Moreinterestingly,however,arethebissu,thefifthgender,
whichfillsaroledistinctfromtheotherfour.Theyfillspecial
ceremonialreligiouspracticesandaresaidtobeamixtureof
thefourothergenders.Whereasmakkunraiandcalabaitakeon
typicallyfemininereproductivelabortasks,suchashomemaking,
andoroanéandcalalaitakeontypicallymasculineones,suchas
providingsupportfortheirspouse,thebissutranscendthisand
engageintheirowntasks.

TheBugigendersystemshowshowmalleablegendercanbe,but
italsoprovidesuswithanexcellentexampleofthematerialbase
togender.ThefivegendersoftheBugiaredistinguishedbyhow
reproductivelaborisdividedamongtheBugipeople.Everything
elseisproducedbythisdivision.

Ourcultureisdifferentfromtheirsbutbotharebaseduponthe
samesortsofdivisionsofreproductivelabor.Whatproducesgen-
derishowthesetasksaredivviedupandallelsefollowsfromthis.

Thistalkofmaterialrelationssooftencomedowntonaming
capitalisticrelationsasthebaseofthings,butthisdoesnothold
withgender.Whilegenderandcapitalismworktogetherandare
apartofthesamesocialorder,theydonotsharethesamemate-
rialbase.Thisisn’ttosaythatthematerialbaseofgenderhasno
relationtocapitalism;reproductivelaborisrequiredforproducing
newlaborersforcapitalisticproductionandcapitalisticproduction
tendstodefinetheexactnatureofmalereproductivelabor.
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harmandsometimessuicidebyqueerpeople.Assuch,weneedto
defendandbackotherqueerpeopleup.Suchviolenceagainstqueer
peoplecannotgounansweredandcannotbeacceptable.Butwe
shouldkeepproportionalresponsesinmind.Misgenderingdoesn’t
warrantmurder.

BashBack

Genderwon’tgodownwithoutafight;acounter-revolution
willappeartotearusdown.Againstthegenderaccelerationist
movement,movementswilldeveloptodefend,orevenregress,
gender.Historically,revolutionarymovementsoftenfindthem-
selvesfollowedbyfascistmovementsrejectingthecallforthe
newworldandseekingarejuvenationofthepresentonethrough
rebirth.Thesefascistmovementsembracehypermasculinityand
seektoexacerbatethedominationofmasculinityoversociety.

Herewefindourclearestenemy,andthenewfascistmovements
ofthepresentwillreacttoouraccelerationismwithreactionand
counter-revolution.Herethequeermilitiaswillbeneededtode-
fendtherevolutionagainstadvancingreaction.Conflictwillin-
evitablygetbloodyandwe’llfightinthestreetsasneededtoshut
downthecounter-revolutionandensureourvictory.

Thesenewmovementswon’tbeouronlyopponents.Theforces
ofliberalismdefendingthepresentstateofthingswillseeusasa
threatasmuchastheadvancingfascistswill,andtheiropposition
willbejustasbrutal.Copswillopposeusinforce,andwe’llneed
forcetodefendourgains,protecttherevolution,andadvanceour
victory.

VictoryAtAllCosts

Wecannotstoppartwayorallowforourdefeat.Gendermeans
thedominationofallandsustainedviolenceagainstwomenand
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Pink Terror

Patriarchal behavior is an act of violence. Violence is what
it practices. We cannot oppose that through passivity and non-
violence. Queer power needs violence to destroy gender. A
sustained terror against those who seek to enforce gender and pre-
vent gender’s death, a pink terror, is a necessity in the revolution
against gender.

We find no allies in the state or the capitalist class. The cops and
corporations are our enemies, not our allies. Indeed, Pride finds its
roots in riots against the police. We have only ourselves to rely
upon for our own liberation, not the institutions of violence that
already exist. We must destroy gender on our own terms, not on
theirs.

This means that the queer organizations and institutions we
build for queer power must be militant, armed organizations. It’s
not enough to provide a space outside of patriarchy, we must arm
ourselves to defend those spaces and to render an assault upon the
overarching structures of power that seek to enforce gender upon
us. This means that our queer organizations must be, or include,
queer militias to fight against the structures of power.

These queermilitias provide uswith a framework to fight against
sexual assault, too. Queer militias can provide protection and jus-
tice where the state will not to women and queer people. This is
especially true of those most vulnerable. Sex workers often can-
not turn to the police to report sexual assault against them. Their
work is illegal, so they risk punishment for the sex they were hav-
ing, even if it was rape. Indeed, often the sexual assault they ex-
perience comes from the police themselves. Queer militias provide
them with a way to deal with sexual assault.

This can also provide queer people with a framework for fighting
against misgendering and deadnaming.When people continuously
and knowingly use the wrong pronouns and names for others, it is
a form of violence against them. Doing so frequently leads to self-
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Sex and Gender

Since gender is an expression of these relations of production
and not of biology, where does that leave sex? Some pseudomarx-
ists claim sex forms the material base of gender, but this is a laugh-
able understanding of historical materialismwhich centers biology
before relations of production. Biology influences our reality, but
our social systems find their basis in our material conditions.

But sex is a thing and, if it isn’t the basis of gender, what is it?
Well, this formulation isn’t wrong, per se, it’s merely backwards.
Gender forms the basis of sex. We are not born with sex already
within us. We have penises, vaginas, breasts, beards, chromosomes,
etc, but these things are not sex on their own. They are features of
our biology, but we group them into sexes. When we call penises
boy parts we are creating and imposing gender upon the body.

What this means is that sex is the gendering of our biological
features. We assign gender to our biology and claim them to be
innate. This is used to present the gender class system as a natural
thing that just exists rather than a social system that gets imposed
upon us. By gendering our bodies, we act as if gender just is rather
than it being something that we’ve created. As such, sex serves to
reinforce and defend gender.

Because sex isn’t some inherent thing, but an element of gen-
der’s superstructure, it has changed over time. The earliest people
could only have gendered the features that are plainly visible, such
as genitals. It’s only as our understanding of anatomy progressed
that wewere able to gender things like ovaries. Most recently, chro-
mosomes have been gendered because of their relationship to fea-
tures we’ve already gendered.

But chromosomes haven’t always been gendered. Half a century
ago, no one would look at someone with breasts and a vagina and
gendered their bodies male, even if their chromosomes read XY.
However, in 1986, the Spanish hurdler Maria José Martínez-Patiño
failed a chromosome test in the 1986 Olympics which led people
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torejectherasmalesexed.Threeyearsprior,shehadpassedasex
verificationsayingshewasafemalesexedbasedonoldermethods,
but,becausesheisXY,shefailedachromosometest.Inprevious
epochs,noonewouldhavequestionedherbody’swomanhood,but,
thankstothegenderingofchromosomes,herbodywasdeemed
maleandshewasshunnedandshamed.

EnforcementandSexualViolence

Genderistheearliestclasssystemsand,asaresult,itprecedes
thestate,eveninitsearliestmostbasicform.Thismeansthat,un-
likecapitalism,race,neuronormativity,andthevariousotherclass
systems,thestateisnottheprimarymeansbywhichgenderisim-
poseduponpeople.Thisisn’ttosaythatthestatedoesn’timpose
gender,butitissupplementary,notprimary.Bythetimestates
werecroppingup,genderhadalreadysolidifieditselfandbecome
quiteadeptatimposingitselfuponothers.

So,ifnotthestate,howisitimposed?Throughsexualviolence.
Whenwelooktostatisticsontheissues,whatwefindisthatrates
ofsexualviolencearehigheramongwomenthanamongmenand
amongqueerpeoplethanamongstraightmen.Someformsofsex-
ualviolencearehigheramongstraightwomenthanqueerwomen
andsomeformsofsexualviolencearehigheramongqueerwomen
thanstraightwomen.Transpeoplefacehigherratesofsexualvio-
lencethancispeopleofthesamegenderasthem.Thisissaddening
onitsownandtherealcostofituponthelivesofthoseaffected
shouldnotbeignored.Thisisahorrifyingstateofaffairsandthis
shouldnotbediminishedinanyway.

Thesehigherratesofsexualviolenceareprimarilyagainst
lowerclasseswithinthegendersystem.Straight,cismenare
placedabovewomenandqueerpeopleandstraightcismenare
lesslikelytoexperiencesexualviolencethanwomenorqueer
people,whilewomentendtohaveratesmoresimilartoqueer
people.Thisshowsthatsexualviolenceisusedprimarilyagainst
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bianism,bisexuality,transgenderpeople,andallothermodesof
queerness,itwillbecomeflexibleandaccommodatefortheforces
drivingittowardsitsend.Ifweassimilate,gendermightneverend.

Butliberationcannotbefoundwithinthecontextofexisting
systemsofpower.Ifwesimplyturntothestate,tocapitalistbusi-
nesses,topatriarchalmarriage,andcallforustobeincluded,we
willneverbefree.Doingsoonlyperpetuatesstatepower,capitalist
power,andmalepower.Butwemustcreatequeerpower.

Norcanthatliberationcomethroughimposingidentitiesupon
people.Thereisnobenefittoourliberationandtheabolitionof
thegendersystemtopreventsomeonewho’sidentityisrootedin
adifferentgendersystemorwhofindsjoyintheirqueeridentity
fromidentifyinginthatway.Ashasbeendiscussedpreviously,it
isthebaseweareconcernedwith,nottheidentitiesinthesuper-
structure.

Queerpowerisseparatefromtheexistinginstitutions.Wede-
clareourdifference,unashamedandproud.Wedon’tjointheir
projects.Wedon’tparticipateintheirsystems.Wedon’tincrease
theirpower.Initsplace,wemustmakeourown!

Thismeanscreatingqueerorganizationsandinstitutions.Coun-
terpowerstothedominantpatriarchalclasssystem.Theseallow
forustoprovidepeoplewithwhattheyneedfortransition,includ-
ingprovidingHRTdrugs,supportingvictimsofsexualassault,em-
poweringwomenoutsideofthesystem,andultimatelyproviding
spacestobedifferent,toescapethedominationofgender.

It’simportantthattheseinstitutionsdon’trecreatethesexualvi-
olencethatenforcesgender.Thisisdifficult,butnecessary.Wecan-
notallowsexualabusersorsexualassaulttocreepitswayintoour
spaces.Queerpowermeanssafetyfromsexualassaultandabuse.
Thesethingsempowerandenforcepatriarchy,sowehavenoplace
forthem.
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gender because it forces you to be complicit in your own oppres-
sion, but it’s also a weakness. Since your class is based, in part, on
your active acceptance of it, this creates the path to active rejec-
tion. Indeed, if enough people reject the gender assigned to them,
gender cannot function.

And trans people are those rejecting their gender, saying “no” to
gender. This is a modern phenomenon which is subversive toward
gender and presents us with a path forward. Here we find the core
to the revolutionary potential of queer people. If everyone says “no”
to gender, everyone ceases to accept it, then gender is lost. We find
similar strategies among resistance to other class systems. People
fight capitalism through a refusal to work, a general strike against
it. Similarly, a collective “no” to gender rejects the class system and
allows us to take it to its knees.

This would be nothing but a revolution. It’s an overhaul of so-
ciety which allows for queer people to take its reigns and remake
it in our image. This act of class abolition by queer people, includ-
ing a self-abolition of our own class, is a daring attack upon gen-
der. It takes over society to transform it and eliminate class from
it. This means that such a revolution would be the dictatorship of
the queer.

Dictatorship of theQueer

Queer Power

Far too often people do not seek the liberation of queer people,
only our assimilation. Gay assimilation is the mainstream LGBT
rights movement, but it does not go far enough. If all we do is as-
similate, we are still subject to the power and domination of the
gender class system. We aren’t free, just folded into the existing
system of oppression and domination.

And it’s dangerous, too. Assimilation provides gender with the
chance to escape its final end. If gender can assimilate gayness, les-
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those relegated to the lower class and those who are divergent
from enforced gender norms.

Sexual violence fills the role among women and queer people
that police violence fills among many others. Indeed, while police
violence does exist, it is quite frequently sexually charged when
applied to women and queer people. Among queer people specif-
ically, sexual violence is often done with explicitly correctional
purposes. That is, sexual violence, particularly rape, is often used
against queer people specifically to make them straight and cis.
This is when the role of sexual violence is most explicit, but it is
always for this purpose. Even when sexual violence isn’t done for
this explicit purpose, it always serves the purpose of enforcing the
dominant gender system upon the victim.

When it comes to sexworkers, this can be especially pronounced.
As sex workers are performing work that’s illegal almost every-
where in the world, they are unable to properly report sexual vio-
lence against them to the police and, when they do, they are often
jailed for engaging in sex work. This means that sexual violence
done against them can be done unhampered by interference from
the state in ways it is not possible among other groups. In addition,
we find sex workers are more likely to be women or queer than
straight cishet men. This is not by mistake, but a specific venue for
sexual violence against women and queer people where it can be
done with impunity.

TheModern Gender Binary

There aren’t any current genderless societies. Though there are
many variations, all have created a division of reproductive labor
which has produced a gender system. Indeed, they’ve been around
since at least the first civilizations developed the first writing sys-
tems. Gender is the first system of power developed by society.

But these are systems, not a system, and the modern gender bi-
nary has been enforced on almost the whole world. Some different
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genderclasssystemsstillexist,but,byandlarge,theadventofthe
liberalsocialorderasaglobalsocialorderratherthanaregional
onehasproducedasinglegendersystemwhichallothersystems
areseenasperversionsof.Othergendersystemstodayserveas
holdoutswithinalargerglobalsystem.

ThemodernsystemisaEuropeanone,butit’sonethatdevel-
opedduringandthroughcolonialism.AsEuropeansexpanded
theirpoweraroundtheglobe,theycameintocontactwithvarious
othergendersystemsand,ratherthanseeingdifference,theysaw
aproblem.Theyrespondedtoitbyenforcingtheirowngender
systemuponthevariouspeoplestheirinvadedandcolonized.But
enforcingagendersystemuponothergroupslikethatnecessarily
transformsit.

Whenasystemlikethisisimposeduponanotherculture,itwill
losesomecharacteristicsandgainothers,purelyfromtheprocess
ofenforcement.Becausetheimperialistscan’tallowfortheoldsys-
temtopersevere,theyneedtomaketheirownsystemlessflexible
sothatitcan’taccountfortheoldsystem,forcingpeopletofinda
placeinthenew.Religionalsoaddednewsignificancetoit.While
genderalwayshadreligioussignificance,theenforcementofthe
singlegendersystemwasdoneinserviceofandbyreligiousin-
stitutionstoagreaterextentthanithadbefore.Christianmission-
arieswouldforcetheEuropeancolonialgendersystemwherever
theywentandtheytieditcloselytoChristianreligiousmorality.
Thiscontributedtothelackofflexibilitybecauseitinfusedgender
withreligiouszealthathadpreviouslynotplayedaslargeofapart.

Andthisenforcementcameattheexpenseofthepeopleitwas
enforcedupon.Whereaspreviously,manyfirstnationspeoples
hadthirdgenderswhichwereacceptedwithintheirsocieties
andoftenheldhonoredpositions,peoplewhotodaystillidentify
withthosethirdgendersareoppressedandmarginalized.This
enforcementalsoservedtodestroyculture.Culturalpracticestied
tooldergendersystemswerenolongerabletobepracticedand
Europeanculturalpracticesgotenforceduponthem.European,
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Peoplewhosegenderdoesn’tmatchwiththegenderingoftheir
biologicalfeaturesaren’texactlynew.Manyprevioussystemshad
explicitclassesforpeoplelikethis,suchastheBugigendersystem.
Thesearemultigenderedsystemsandtheyhaveaspaceforthose
whoaren’twillingtoacceptthegenderassignedtotheirbiology.

Buttranspeopledon’trelatetothegendersysteminthisway.
Whereasthepeoplewithdifferentgendersandsexesinmultigen-
deredsystemsareacceptingthegenderwithintheirclasssystem,
transgenderarerejectingit.Themoderngendersystemhasno
placefortranspeople,sowe’resubversivetoit.Assuch,transpeo-
plearenottranshistorical,butahistoricallycontingentfeatureof
thepost-colonialgendersystemwhichhasbeenimposeduponthe
world.Noraretranspeoplenecessarilyafeatureeverywhereinthe
world.Withingendersystemswhichallowforgendervariations,
it’softeninaccuratetocallpeopleactingwithinthecontextoftheir
gendersystemtransbecauseofhowthesystemtheyliveunder
functions.Thesegendersystemswerelessrepressivebecauseof
theirflexibility,butthey’remorerobust.Becauseoftheirrobust-
ness,combatingthemwouldrequiredifferentstrategiesparticular
tothatparticularsystem.

Unableto,orunwillingto,acceptourplacewithinthegender
classsystem,transpeoplearedissentagainstit,andgenderasit
existstodaycannotaccountforus.Othergendersystemshave
beenmoreflexible,moreabletoaccountforeveryonewithinthem.
Multigendersystemsgiveoptionsforpeopleunabletoworkwith
thegenderassociatedwiththeirbiology.Thismeansthatpeople
canfitwithinthesystemeasierandgivesthesystemstrength.Our
systemdoesnotdothis,andthisisacrackwithinthesystem.It
providesuswithreasontosay“no”.

Revolution

Asdiscussedearlier,performativityrequiresyoutoactivelyac-
cepttheclassyou’reassignedtobygender.Thisisastrengthof
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as we know it. Here we find the most radical end to queerness.
Through queerness we free ourselves from the need to grow and,
in turn, say “no” to the future. And, with that radical “no”, we can
imagine it could be another way.

Twilight of Gender

Saying “No” to Gender

“No.” Not everyone says yes to gender. “I reject it.” These people
have chosen a different path, a different life. “I am not.” This forms
a different identity.

When you get assigned the male class, but you loudly assert the
opposite, you have said “no” to gender. Gender gave you what you
are, but you turned away in disgust. You are not a man, you are
something else. Some find comfort in womanhood, others in some-
thing entirely outside, but whichever path you take, you have said
no to gender.

Similarly, when you get assigned the female class, but, again, you
loudly assert the opposite, you have said “no” to gender. Your em-
brace of manhood or something beyond constitutes a rejection, a
turning away, from gender.

When you sit apart from your assignment, you are transgender.

Cracks in the System

The modern gender system is weak. It has spelled its own
doom by how it has formed itself. When the modern gender
system spread itself, it gave up flexibility to destroy competing
systems and imposed itself upon all cultures. But this leaves it
unable to account for many people. Many have great difficulty
with the gender assigned to them and, because they are given no
alternatives and their gender is seen as immutable, they end up
subversive to the system itself.
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Christian marriages were spread across the globe alongside the
gender system and would transform local marriage practices along
the way.

It was also transformed by the rise of capitalism.The pre-colonial
gender system was tied strongly to the economic systems domi-
nant in Europe prior to the rise of capitalism. Marriage served as
a means of securing alliances among the upper classes and as a
means of stability among the lower classes. Gender was defined by
the intrigues of court or the necessities of toil in the fields or in the
cities. But, with capitalism, we find it more and more tied to wage
labor and marriage transformed with it. The male part of reproduc-
tive labor was increasingly to labor for a capitalistic boss and the
female part to support his wage labor from home. This effect on
the material base of gender caused it to transform, both in how the
classes worked and in the characteristics of the superstructure.

This new system has a few characteristics which define it. Not
all of them developed at once, but they’ve been imposed upon the
whole world. They are as follows:

1. Exactly two genders recognized by the dominant power
structure: Man and woman. Other genders are seen as
perversion and are shunned and marginalized.

2. These two genders are seen as identical to your biology and
fixed from birth. While every gender system ties gender to
biology, the modern system equates the two. Being a man in
this system isn’t tied to having a penis, it is having a penis.
And this gender is immutable. You can’t change it. If you’re
born as a man, you’re seen as a man no matter what. There
are no options or alternatives.

3. Marriage is an economic contract between a man and a
woman. Men and women are supposed to sign an agreement
to be faithful and to stay together and violation of that is
seen as a breach of contract and therefore bad.
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4.Marriageisapersonalchoicedoneforloveratherthana
socialchoicedonefornecessity.Gonearemarriagesforal-
liancesorarrangedmarriages,forthemostpart.Marriageis
onlyachoiceforthetwowhoaregettingmarried.

5.Inmarriage,themanisexpectedtomakemoneytosupport
thewomanandthewomanisexpectedtocleanupthehome,
takecareofthechildren,cook,andshop.

Notallofthesecharacteristicsareuniquetothemodernsys-
temandsomeofthemareimprovementsonoldsystems,butthey
areimposeduponeveryonewhichdestroysindividualcultureand
choice.

Patriarchy

Ashasbeenreferencedpreviously,genderisasystemofclass,
andisonedefinedbythedominationofmanhoodoversociety.This
iswhyanothernameforthegenderclasssystemispatriarchy.Gen-
derasasocialsystemispatriarchyandpatriarchyisthesocialclass
systemofgender.Withinthisclasssystem,wefindthreedistinct
classes,twoacceptedandonesubversive.

First,wehavemen.Whendividingreproductivelabor,menare
theoneswhoaretaskedwithcontrollingreproductivelaborand
thefruitsofthatlaborandwithengagingineconomiclaborto
supportthosewhoperformprimarilyreproductivelabor.Theex-
ceptiontothisissexualrelationswheretheyengagewiththem
directly,butthey’reexpectedtobedominantandincontrol.This
servesasthematerialbaseformaleness.Thesuperstructureismore
expansive.Wefindmenareassignedwithtakingaction,within-
creasingstrength,andwithconstantcompetitiveness.Giventheir
controlofreproductivelaboranddominationoverwomen,thisis
therulingclasswithinpatriarchy.
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there’snounderlyinglogictotheidentitynordoesitcomeoutof
orreinforcestructuresofpowerlikeidentifyingasabakertoday.
But,unliketoday,youcanengagewithbakingwithoutitbecoming
somethingfixedtoyou,withoutbecomingabaker.

Overtime,theidentityofbeingabakerwilllikelyfade,thothere
aremanysocialfactorswhichcouldallowittopersist,butitwould
loseitssocialandpoliticalsignificance.Thereisnoneedtoenforce
theabandonmentoftheidentityofbakertodoawaywiththeca-
reersystemwhichhasproducedit.

Inthisway,thereisnoneedordesiretoforcepeopletostop
identifyingwiththeirgender.Theendofgenderasasystemof
powerisourgoal,andtheendtogenderidentitiesisaneventual
result,ifitwillhappenatall,notsomethingofimportanceorwhich
weshouldstrivetoward.

NoFuture

Tiedupwithallpartsofthepresentstateofthingsisthene-
cessityforcontinualgrowth.Statesandwhitesupremacypushfor-
everoutward,andofteninward,throughimperialisticandcolonial
expansion.Capitalismseekstheinfiniteexpansionofcapital.And
gender?Theultimatepurposeitservesisthecontinuousexpan-
sionofpeople.Thereproductivelaboritsbasedaroundallserves
unendingpopulationgrowth.

Thisunsustainablegrowthischaracteristicofthepresentstateof
thingsandconnectsallthesystemsofoppressionwithinit.Com-
munismofallsortsmustultimatelychallengethisneedtogrow
andexpand.Socialismdestroystheneedforeconomicgrowth,an-
archytheneedforstategrowth,queernessultimatelydecouples
loveandreproduction.Nolongerareweallconstrainedtoroles
whichforceustoreproducecontinuouslyand,instead,wecanlive
freetochoosewhetherwewanttoornot.

Bydestroyingtheneedforgrowthandendingendlessreproduc-
tion,queernessandcommunismingeneralabolishesthefuture
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This is the process of the communist movement. As such, gender
accelerationism is gender communism, and since gender accelera-
tion is the path to abolishing gender, gender communism is gender
accelerationism.

Gender Identity Under Communism

Many people fear that, through the abolition of gender, our own
gender identities will be taken from us. That, in abolishing gender,
we will force you to stop identifying with your gender, however
much you might enjoy that identity.

In many cases like this, it’s elucidative to make an analogy. For
this, let’s talk about bakers. When someone engages with the cap-
italist system by baking, they tend to form an identity around this
baking. That is, having a career in which you bake creates the iden-
tity of baker. Similarly, when you engage with reproductive labor
in particular ways, you create particular gender identities, both in
the ways you conform with the gender that has been given to you
and in the ways in which you reject the gender that has be given to
you. In both cases, an element of the base is creating within you an
identity. Which is to say, your identity stemming from your social
position is superstructural.

So will we force people to stop identifying with being a baker or
being a woman? The short answer is, “No, we’re concerned with
changing the base and allowing the superstructure to land where
it may,” but a more extensive examination is in order.

What happens to my identity as a baker once the capitalist sys-
tem of careers which produced that identity is abolished? This is
muchmore interesting of a question, anyway.Without the enforce-
ment of labor characterized by capitalism, no longer is someone
who bakes bread forced into staying within that career. This aban-
donment of the basal causes of the identity leaves the identity un-
fixed. The identity may persist, for example if you really love to
bake bread, you may continue to identify with being a baker, but
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Women, on the other hand, are the ruled. They are tasked
with performing most reproductive action, with housekeeping,
food preparation for the family, child rearing, and other such
tasks. They’re also expected to engage in sexual relations, but
have the relations controlled by the man. They have their labor
controlled and confined by men and have the fruits of that labor
commanded by men. This is reflected in the superstructure around
them. They’re expected to be subservient and passive, to accept
that which comes for them, etc.

This class dynamic of man over woman is the principal dynamic
of patriarchy, but they do not comprise the only two classes. In-
stead, we find that some people relate to reproductive labor differ-
ently than how it’s imposed upon the population.This is especially
the case with regards to sex, when someone engages in sexual re-
lations that do not fit with the dynamics imposed by patriarchy.
This includes people who are sexually attracted to people of the
same gender (gay/lesbian people), of multiple genders (bisexual/
pansexual people), or no gender (asexual people). In addition, peo-
ple whose gender is different from the one patriarchy assigns to
them can’t be classed as neatly as people who accept the assign-
ment by gender. While they might be personally men or women,
they aren’t treated by society in quite the same way so they com-
prise a distinct social class. Characteristic to this is the detachment
of sex and romance from reproducing the next generation. While
it’s still possible for all of these groups to reproduce the next gen-
eration, it is no longer a necessary part of sex and romance.

Since this third class is defined by it’s difference from those of
the first two classes, it is named queer. Queer people are all those
who relate differently to the division of reproductive labor assigned
to them by patriarchy. Because of the different relations, queer peo-
ple are inherently subversive to the class system as a whole and
constitute the revolutionary class under patriarchy.

This queerness is a particular characteristic of the modern
gender system. Other gender systems do not have the same class
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systemand,thus,havedifferentcategoriesforpeople.Indeed,in
placeswhereoldergendersystemshavebeenmaintained,itisn’t
accuratetodefaulttotalkingaboutqueerness.Manypeoplewho
identifywithgendersfromoldergendersystemsarequeerby
virtueofthemoderngendersystembeingimposeduponthem,
butmanyofthemaren’tbecauseofthecomplexitiesofbeingin
communitieswiththosegenders.

Saying“Yes”toGender

Class,class,class.Wearedominatedandcontrolled.Sortedand
divided.Butwheredowefactorintoallthis?Peopleseeclasslike
thisasmerelyimposed,butthatfailstoaccountforthewayswe
actuallyinteractwithit.Itisn’tsimplyimposeduponus.Weare
activeparticipantswithinit,weperformit.

HerewecanlistentotheanalysisofJudithButler:Performa-
tiveacts,thatisallthelittleactionsyoutakewhichconstructan
identity,arekeytounderstandinghowgenderfunctionsonanin-
dividuallevel.Wefindtheseinthemostbasicthingswedoandsay,
“Iamawoman”,“No,Ican’tplaywiththat.It’saboytoy”,“Boys
willbeboys”.Theseactsproduceanidentity,bothwithinourselves
andwithinothers.Youidentifyasawomanoramanandidentify
othersasmenorwomenbyengagingintheseacts.

Thisishardlydonefreely.Theviolenceofthesystemisinherent
andsystemic.Weperformtheseactssurroundedbytheviolence
ofgender.Butwestillperformthem.Genderisn’tcontentwith
forcingitselfuponus.Instead,itforcesustosay“yes”toit.

Thisservesasamethodofcontrolandreproduction.Genderisn’t
inherent,butitspreadsbyassigningustoaclassandforcingusto
sayyestothatclass.“Yes,Iamaman.ItiswhoIamandwhoI
alwayshavebeen.Icannotescapeitordenyit.Iamaman.”Thisis
nothingbutalieweareforcedtorepeat.Butbyrepeatingitenough,
wecometobelieveit.Genderbecomesnatural,inescapable,eternal.
Itceasestobeanimposedidentityandbecomesaneternalpartof
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allthesystemsofoppressioninteractisoutsideofthescopeofthis
writing,butcannotbeforgotten.

Theserelationsofproductionarenotseparate.Theymightbe
functioningindifferentways,buttheyformasingularbasalsys-
tem.Oppressionisnotavarietyofinteractingsystems,butasingu-
lartotalizingbase,atotality.Thistotalizingbasecreatesthespace
foracommunistconceptionofintersectionalitywhichabandons
themistakesoftheliberalanalysiswithoutabandoningtheinher-
entconnectionbetweendifferentformsofoppression.

Thetotalizingnatureofthebasemeansyoucan’tchangeaspects
ofthebasewithoutaddressingthebaseasawhole.Indeed,wefind
thataswemovedfromprevioussocialorderstothepresentliberal
socialorder,gendertransformedtomatchthenewsortofsociety
thatwasproduced.Thiswasbecausereproductivelaborisinter-
twinedwithallothermaterialrelations.Changingtherelationsof
productionforeconomicactivitynecessarilychangesthedivision
ofreproductivelabor.Thebasefunctionsorganicallyasasingular
system.Thereisonebase,onesystem.Thisiswhatitmeansfora
societytobeatotality.

GenderCommunism

Atitsmostbasic,genderaccelerationismisusinggender’sown
processofdecaytodestroythegenderclasssystem.It’sclassabo-
litionismappliedtogender,therevolutionaryoverhaulofsociety
todoawaywithgenderitself.Thiscannotbedoneseparateofthe
abolitionofthewholeofpresentsociety.Totalitydemandsweview
itasthesamesystemasothersystemsofoppression.

Assuch,wecannotengageingenderabolitionwithoutabolish-
ingallformsofclass.Todoawaywithgender,sotomustgocapi-
talism,race,neuronormativity,andthestate.Thesethingsareone
system.Theyformasingleliberalsocialorderwhichcannotbeal-
lowedtocontinue.Ourobjectisnotjustanendtoonepart,butan
endtoclasssocietyitself.
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same problems liberal analyses of intersectionality create. When
capitalistic production goes on, it relies upon the reproductive la-
bor imposed upon women at home. The value produced in the
workplace would be impossible without new generations of work-
ers being reproduced and without support for the workers through
reproductive labor of their partners and that they do themselves. In
this way, reproductive labor is unpaid labor done for the capitalist
class as much as it is an independent system of class to capitalism.

We also find similarities in the enforcement of cisheteronorma-
tive systems and the enforcement of disability. Both disabled peo-
ple, both in the form of physical disability and neurodivergence,
are socially defined in terms of the ability to engage in normal la-
boring. When someone is unable to labor for a boss in ways other
workers are able to, that is made into a disability. And queerness
is a reflection of this within relations of production. Queerness is a
lack of engagement with the enforced labor of gender, afterall. It is
no mistake that queerness so frequently gets conceived of in terms
of mental illness. They are materially reflections of each other in
different parts of the base.

And this discussion cannot ignore the relations of production
inherent to the state. Ultimately, the state is labor. It is as much
engaging in labor to break up a strike as it is to turn cloth into a
coat. But this labor is not the same. Cops are not workers. Unlike
a worker, a cop breaking up a strike is not producing value for the
capitalist class. Instead, cops are enforcing the structures of labor
production themself. This is, in itself, a vastly different relation-
ship of production than that of workers. They are not unrelated,
but the labor of the state is the labor which serves to enforce the
relations of production which produce class systems. Unlike what
many theories of the state would say, this is not superstructural.
This is basal.

Of course, other systems of oppression have basal elements as
well which connect in similar ways. A full overview of all the ways
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who we are. By objecting to my gender, you are objecting to that
which is inherently me.

Here lies one of gender’s greatest defense mechanisms: Our-
selves. We insist upon it and reject those who turn away from it. It
becomes an unholy act for those who turn from the path. Indeed,
it seems to us as if there’s no other option. We say yes because
that’s all we can say. It is made inconceivable that it could be any
other way.

Communism

The Communist Movement

But now we must speak of communism to understand how gen-
der relates to the rest of society. For that, we must know what com-
munism is.

“We call communism the real movement which abol-
ishes the present state of things. The conditions of this
movement result from the premises now in existence.”
Karl Marx, The German Ideology

Communism conceived in this way is a movement against the
present social order, one seeking the liberation of those oppressed.
This should not be seen as an ideal we strive for, but a real, active
movement that exists in the present day. We don’t find commu-
nism in plans for the future, but, rather, in a worker sabotaging
his workplace, a wife who escapes from her abusive husband with
her children, Naxalites engaging in guerrilla warfare against the In-
dian government, rioters rejecting the police to loot and burn their
cities, etc.

Within the communistmovementwe find all the important work
being done in the present day. The communist movement isn’t
about some far off ideal, but the immediate communism it produces.
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It’sanactiverevoltagainstthepresentstateofthingswhichis
communizingsocietyimmediately,notsometheoristsinauniver-
sityconsideringtheworldfromhisarmchair.Itsimplystatesthe
presentstateofthingsmustgo,andthentakesactiontomakeit
so.

Butthisstateofthingsshouldnotandcannotbeconceivedofas
onlyonesystemofclassoroneelementofthesocietywelivein.
Thepresentstateofthingsisnotcapitalismorgenderorraceorthe
state.Rather,itisthetotalityofliberalsociety,andeverysystem
containedtherein.Assuch,thecommunistmovementfindsitself
instarkcontrastwithliberalismandgivesusacounterpointtothe
failedanalysisandpoliticsofliberalism.

Liberalanalysesreduceoppressiontoanumberofseparate,but
intersecting,systemsofoppression.Thisrendersthefightsagainst
themasseparate,butallied.There’sananti-racistmovement,a
feministmovement,aneconomicjusticemovement,etc,butthese
areonlyallies,notthesamemovement.Thisformstheliberalcon-
ceptionofintersectionality.Thisliberalversionofintersectionality
presentssystemsthatcanbedomineering(amongtheoppressed)
orpassive(amongtheprivileged),thusawhitegaymanonlyever
trulyexperiencesanti-queeroppressionandallothersystemsare
silenttohim.

Intruth,oppressivesystemsaremorethanthat.Thereisnoone
untouchedbythedominationofclasssystemswithinliberalso-
ciety.Everyone,fromthemostpowerfulcapitalisttothelowliest
worker,fromthedomineeringpatriarchtotheuncertainyoung
transwoman,fromthecontrollingasylumadministratortothe
schizophrenicforce-fedmedication,fromthewhitegentrifierto
ablackfamilypushedoutoftheirfamilyapartmentallexperience
thecontrolofthesesystems.Nooneisleftuntouched.Ratherthan
beingsystemsofpassivecontrol,theyareanactivetotalitarian
whole,atotality.

Thistotalityencompasseseverypartofsociety,dominatesev-
erymemberofsociety,andalienateseveryoneandeverythingcon-
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tainedwithin.Itisinescapableanddomineering.Totalityiswhere
communistanalysis,ratherthanliberalanalysis,mustleadus.

Wefindsimilarproblemsinliberalconceptionsofidentitypoli-
ticswhichseeoppressionasdonetospecificidentitiesoverclasses.
Thisrenderstheidentityasthebaseratherthanthesuperstruc-
ture.Whatthismeansisthattheliberalconceptionofliberationis
respectingyouridentityandtreatingyouridentityfairly.But,even
ifwedothis,ouridentitieswouldstilloppressusbecauseitfailsto
addresstheunderlyingconditionsthatcausethem.Tothem,strip-
pingawaythedominationofthespecificsystemofoppressionwe
experiencerendersusfreefromit,becomingequalwiththosewith
privileges.Butthisleavesthetotalityuntouched.

Liberalpoliticsisultimatelyoneofreformism,notrevolution
orabolition.Communistpoliticsprovidesuswithapathforward
throughabolitionism,notreformism.Gendercan’tbereformedto
freeus,itmustbeabolished.

Totality

Whendiscussingmaterialbasesandsuperstructures,it’simpor-
tanttoacknowledgeexistinganalysesofthesesystems.Themore
traditionalanalysisofthesesystemsviewthebasepurelyinterms
ofcapitalisticrelationsofproduction.Thebase,inthisview,is
purelythecapitalistownershipofthemeansofproduction.This
basalrelationthengoesontoenforceothersystemsofoppression
withinthebroaderliberalsocialorder.Genderisnotbasal,butan
aspectofthesuperstructureproducedbycapitalisticrelationsof
production.Butthisviewignoresthebasalaspectsofothersys-
temsofoppression.Genderisnotmerelyanidentity.Itisfunda-
mentallyarelationshipofproductionproducingasystemofclass.
Noraregenderandcapitalismaloneinbeingbasal.Wefindbasal
aspectstoneuronormativity,whitesupremacy,thestate,etc.

However,itwouldbeamistaketointerprettheseothersystems
beingbasaltoimplythey’reseparate.Ifwedoso,werunintothe
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